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‘The 33-yearoid , Yuri Stepanov,;:
dnhd a8’ “trventions'® statements. at.
tributed to him in-an article in the Gov-
eranment newspaper Izvestia ou Aprit 10,
1980. The statements said that the church

States was a front for the Central Intelli-
S o s

Spy; that other:Soviet defectors in Amer-
 ica lved lives of alcoholism,: -degradation
and despair; that his stay in the United
- States-was a “nightmare,” utd that he

se,” Mr." “Stepanov| -

sa!cun an interview. ‘Thvysimplynud
me. They decided to make my case an ob-
jectlason to other Soviet ballet dancers

w‘miﬁu@muﬁ &Ameztli-
.anEmbauylnRomc.-n o desicr |-
In defecting, Mr. left behind |
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' Stepanovy

his wife, Lyuba, a dancer with the Boishoi
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_MOSCow, ‘March 9 — A Soviet ballet}-=Ss
. danarwhodefectedtntheumtedsutu
--{ and returned to Moscow last year

2 PaYe; ‘according | fo his account, a sense
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~that-it would ot be-sericus. Besides,

Lyuba-was to go on: a - Bolshoi. tour to|

-Japan, and I planned 1o make contact}:

withhcrln’rokyn e
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"ot guiit kept at him, andwhen he

group that: heiped 'him . in -the United | <
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- arrived in the United States and found a
Ma-weck job with the New Jersey Bal-
- let in-West Orange he began t..lephonmg
hi.lfamny and friends in Moscow.

get ‘through,”.  he said. .“‘The. Moscow
gpntor kept saying there was DO one}

“1 m happy with my work. For the
ﬁrstﬁme in my life I knew what it wasto
work: ‘creatively - with ~other: dancers.
 Everything was fine, but I had to kaow if
there had been any reprisals in Moscow. I
suuaud imagining .what xmght have
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I Fehmary 1880 - Sulamith M!khai
Iavna Messerer, a distinguished: Soviet
- dance instructor, defected in Tokyo with
“her son; Mikhail, a Bolshoi dancer. Arriv-
-‘ing*in the Umted States, the Messerers
: told Mr. S that as soon ag he de-}-
"fected his wife had beentakenort thellst
-forthe Japanese tour.

This information; innating his feats
rsultedinhis decisionto “‘put an end to
‘my unbearable state of uncertainty."” Mr.
.Stepanov went to the United Nations in
-New Yorkand appealed to the Soviet mis-
. sionuificials who received him to ﬂnd out/:

“l kmw tlaey would reply that it I'was
coneermd about my relatives, I should go
back to the Soviet Union,”’ he said_“I was

mme.lteit'itwasmydutym

msmu ofncial.s,.he said, xnade just
that suggestion and were delighted with
hismt. At an interview they
with American representatives, he stated
mthemhaving o!huawntt'eewm

mlmtedtospeakwthem alone, to
‘tell them but that would only

: betnyul
ru'mtherlami." he:said, **but since-F had

: T called night atter night but could'not] -

shocktohim. It appeared, he said, that

prepared to-agree. Inolonsermredwhat_

[ who had been so good to me in Rome and
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In Moscow, Mr. Stepanov said, he was
met by K.G.B. agents wha questioned
him closely about his two-momh stay in'

tthnited States. . gl <
“They .told" me-l lnd

come back I could rejoin my ballet com-
'puyirlwmndmakoaspeechbemme
group telling them how bad everything
hadbeentormemtthmtedStates.Ira-,
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M.r Stepanov found that there had been
against his family, other
than not- letting. his wife go to Tokyo.
"Most of ‘the people I knaw" he said,
t.houghtlhadbemafooltoeomeback.
The security-police, he continued, ar-
ranged. an -interview for him with the
newspaper Izvestia and coached him the
‘day before on what to say. “The K.G.B:
man told metosaylhadboenledamy
by_listening toithe. Voice of America,’
Mr. Stepanov said; “and when 1 was on
tour in the West I was carried away by
the glittering shop windows, but after I
‘defected I realized what a sham it was,
" “Ididn’t say any of that. The two Izves.
tia correspondents who came asked me
very little. One of them asked, 'Is there
freedom of exprsslon in Ameﬂca?’And I
said, ‘Yes.” ... ‘
. MA few days later the K.G B *men
‘called me and said: ‘The article will ap-
pear tomorrow. You won't like it-butf .
.don’t be downcast. ]
pleforget.‘ ”T ~,j¢-f:-_‘§__"-*._;.;-!,*-,__’ *W-Ps. T ey
.-Mr. Stzpamvsaldmnrdclecameasa
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the newspaper had relied more on infor;.
mation from the K.G.B. than from him,
since it contained material he- had ;o.d
only his K.G.B. questioners. ' ey
==*My friends asked e whatsortot ab-}
surditylwasleud!wmynmeto”m
Stepanov:said. *‘But they had-no con-.
tempt forme—-theyknew I.could not
have said it.:What gave me no peace was

the thought of what all those Americans

tedi

in.the United States . what they would
thinkofme.lhadtoletthunkncw!did

lnngSmchfurmeeponm wit

everything,
 have angered the Soviet sido-and under-
minodmywholepurpose. PP TARE .

months to make contact with Western
correspondents so that he could deny hav-
ing -uiade. the statements attrituted to
mmphononmbusofwmmeor-
;respandents are not lsted.in any direc.
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